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Chlldren and goung people who cefhe mio c:on’raml wn‘h

 the criminal Iegol system offen come from

backgrounds of significant disadvantage and
maltreatment. Findings from the Australian Chlld
- Maltreatment Study indicate that Australians _who__.

experience childhood maltreatment (physical abuse, -
sexual abuse, emotional abuse, neglect and exposure
to domestic vuolence] are sugnlf icantly more likely to
develop mental dlsorders engage in high-risk

- behaviours and requure more extensive health

- servuces .

Consequently, PeakCare believes that iruel

community

- safety can only be achieved through substantial

investments in public health and wellbeing.

[1] The prevalence and ifnpaci of child maltreatment in Australia: Findings -

from the Australian Child Maltreatment Study: 2023 Brief Report - The -

Australian Child Maltreatment Study (ACMS)
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--*“It.’s annoymg when people do orlme Just. to f‘lt. In, but, they
: have a loving mum and dad and a moe home: If | grew up with
. a happg f‘amllg | wouldn’t do |t. S S TR T

BCKGRONDS

_-“It.’s not‘, llke mum and dad don’t want. to be good parents, |
~ they’re. strugglmg too. My mum has nine of us. The '
'-_.-.gener'atlon above us are all smgle and on drugs and their

~ parents were too. The way you've been shown love s the way

3ou show love

“All I want is to get woken up nloelg in t.he morning, it
around a dmner table and get asked about my day.”

“| can’t cope with watching my mum struggle to 9et food on

the table. | steal to help her out.”

have what we needed when we were kids but it was our

“We’re not blamm9 other people for our crimes. We didn’t ~ = //

- normal. [t was normal for everyone | knew.”

N\

“Mg little 'brothers”heed me.but._l’m_in here. | wish | didn’t
grow up. | thought everything was normal when | was a Kid but
it wasn’t. | had to grow up too fast.”

,@mPeakCare


https://www.acms.au/resources/the-prevalence-and-impact-of-child-maltreatment-in-australia-findings-from-the-australian-child-maltreatment-study-2023-brief-report/
https://www.acms.au/resources/the-prevalence-and-impact-of-child-maltreatment-in-australia-findings-from-the-australian-child-maltreatment-study-2023-brief-report/
https://www.acms.au/resources/the-prevalence-and-impact-of-child-maltreatment-in-australia-findings-from-the-australian-child-maltreatment-study-2023-brief-report/
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e When young peoplemake mistakes, we need to surround

. Adole‘SCe,"‘lcl:'e'f?i‘é’."d’fime‘ 0f800|0|and|denhfg devérlop.meht 4

~ them with people who can role model different choices.
- not other people on the same path. Punitive approaches to

youth crime are not making Queensland safer-.

~ Being charged with breaching bail conditions, the threat of
~ spending time in a watch house and the current model of
youth detention in Queensland have not been shown to-
deter children from engaging in crime. |

- Furthermore, more than 90 per cent of children who leave
-+ youth de’ren-‘rion are charged with a new offence wifhi_n_a

-~ year[1]

[1] Queensland Parliament (2022). Question on Notice No. 1270.
https://documents.parliament.qgld.gov.au/tableoffice/questionsanswers

/2022/1270-2022.pdf
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” There is no evudence iho’f Elec’rronuc Hom‘rormg Devuces preveni crime-or preveni re- offendmg Reseorch has shown fhoi Elec’rronlc Honl’rormg is -
expensuve and meffechve (fhe fechnologg is unreliable, and it does not reduce crime). It breaches homan rlghis of | privacy and freedom of movement,
s s’rlgmohsmg coercive ond i ignores the mcreased lmpoci on women and contributes fo the criminalisation of First Nations peoples and people on low
incomes. Elec’rromc Nomigrmg is noi Jrhe onlg alfernohve fo mcorcerohon [l] However elecfromc mom’rorlng can be used as an alfernohve to cus’rodg

A ths [ www. porluamen’r vic.gov. au/490c8f/confenfossefs/bd97f76daf70408dbf8ff06bc9e2999d/aHachmenf documenis/lSS aHach3 foundahon for- alcohol research- ond

educahonfore redoc’red pdf ..

‘e FOR Y e ABAINST . s PRO CHOICE o

“Idgetanankle ~ “No way. they're embarrassing. “I think ankle monitors
monitor if | got out ' Little kids and families can see should be for people
(of youth detention)  themin publlc Theg re for men. who want them.”
faster.” - Evenif it's a stedling charge

iheg d be stereotyping us, like
~ were violent or someihmg

,@mPeakCare



~ strong focus on reducing court processing
~\'  timeframes, with the goal that most children
WO R placed in youth detention centres are sentenced
~rather than on remand, which will support them

to prepare to return to our communities.

~ In 2022-23, 88 per cent of young people in
~ Queensland's youth detention centres had not
yet been sentenced for their offences and
qlm._c’isf_.SO per cent of children were not _
required to serve further time in custody when -
~ they were sentenced.[1] '

[1] Childrens Court of Queensland Annual Report 2022-23
https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/tp/2023/572372106-
255C.pdf | | |
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OF CRIME

Some vuchms of crime feel empowered bg belng por’r of ’rhe deolslon lnokrnglobouf whof happens fo fhe goung person whose offendlng has
affected fhem The mos’r tmpoc’r a vuchm of goufh erime can make s bg helplng goung people undersfond the |mpocf of their offendlng

Child victims of crlmeneed froumo mformed unlversol and forgefed servulces to breok fhe cgcle of horm and the use of vuolence Children in the
~ youth justice system are Ilkelg fo have been the vnchms of crime.[1] Almost half of all victims of chlld offenders are themselves oged 18 years or
-gounger and one in four vuchms is befween 10 and ]4 geors oId mokmg |’r the moml prevolen’r vucflm age group [2]

[1] Zavala, E [2018] Torgef Congruence Theorg ond fhe Vlcflm Offender 0verlop Among Male Youfhs Vlchms & Offenders 13[7] 10]3 1032 ths //d0| org/]O 1080/15564886 2018 1520765
[2] Childrens Courf of Queenslond Annuol Pepor’r 2022 23 ths //documenfs porllomenf gld.gov. ou/fp/2023/5723T2]06 255C. pdf ' ' | ' R

’| did a few restorative
' justice conferences but at
the last one my victim came
and talked about how they
felt. | felt-really bad for

them and it made me think
about what | had done. |
think about that a lot.”

/@mPeakCare

/"I had a school friend
_§ come over and she asked.
- 'why is your dad bashing
- your mum? | told her
‘they're just fighting'. It
- was normal for me but

she hodn t seen that
N before.”"

"l don't think victims should

- make decisions about what

~ happens to us. That's what
~ judges are for. They have
the experience looking at
everything about our lives

and what happened and
they know the law.”

"We're victims too. I'm
a victim of being
shown drug use when |
- was little. I'm a victim

\ of growing up with
\/iolence."



https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2018.1520765
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~ Queensland’s youth justice system is heavily
~ influenced by media narratives and political
'respon's.e's"._fo'f'}hes_e stories. The problem with
~ sensationalised media narratives on complex
~ social issves, such as youth offending. is that
- they invariably lead to short-term problem
solving.[1] We need to speak about the system
- that we are trying to improve, not demonise the
people in it. |

[1] Fatouros, H. (2016) “Is Our Youth Justice System Really Broken?”
- Human Rights Law Conference 22 July 2016.
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Aasi governmeni polucues and miergenerahonol iraumo have
resulted in a lack of trustin governmenf delivered services.

The non- gevernmeml sector is well placed to deliver services. fo o
- First Nations young people due to their ablln‘g to gam ihe ’rrusi and_

| suppori of famlhes and commundg members

,Programs developed and operm‘ed by Fursi Nations people have

- been shown to-work, and PeakCare strongly advocates for ihe

growth of funding to local communities through justice
- reinvestment initiatives, including community-controlled
organisations, private industries and interested community
members.[1] |

[1] Palmer, D. (2016). ‘We know they healthy cos they on country with dld people’: Demoﬁsfra’rmg Ho

the value of the Yiriman Project Maranguka Justice Reinvestment Pro ject, Bourke, NSW. evaluation
report,

https:// reseorchreposu’rorg murdoch.edu.au/ |d/epr|ni/ 42383/WYiriman. 20Pro Jeci pdf |
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“HEARING YOUNG PEOPLE'S VOICES

i PeakCare suppor’rs ihe r.ec-ommendohons in ihe Queensland Fomllg and Chlld Commussuon s Child

o Pnghis Report = A Spotlight on Youth Justice ond recommends that children in’ and with a history of
- *_._;;__{_T__-,_'ff--'unvolvemenf with the youth Jushce sgsiem are part of decision-making processes when makmg |
-' _-'5"‘_-?"':_’chonges to the system[1] e | | o

3 .'[1] hffps://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/s|ies/defau|’r/files/2023"08/QFCC;Chi|d;Pighis_PeFsorf._l_YoO’r'hJushce_'l.pdf ‘

"US ABORIGINAL PEOPLE, WE'RE FIRST GENERATIONS. WE SHOULD HAVE A SAY BY NOW."

“FIRST, SIT DOWN AND UNDERSTAND US. WE NEVER HAD ADULTS SIT DOWN AND TRY TO
'LISTEN TO US SO WE'VE HAD TO BE THERE FOR EACH OTHER.

“BUILD A BOND ASK WHAT WE WANT

/@mPeakCare



Often, children enter youth defention seffings with undiagnosed

disabilities.[1] An i'nénéasué*-;_:i__q‘.;Abori'gin'qI._and_"Tbhtje's.,;_S'__’rF;ci;i.f_l_ls___lqn_dét'-'-_.-b'_éal;ih' "

- workers in youth detention would prioritise children’s focuson =
understanding how their disabilities, mental health concerns and =~

executive functioning contributes to _fhelir.,_qf_f-end'i_ng. whuchls crlhcol for

rehabilitation. -~~~

: Th__.ere__i,s_'d_s_;‘r_bng-_.I_-i'nk_-be’;_w.éefhl ':cii'-sobilifg_ond youth offending and
therefore early diagnosis and support can be a protective factor,
reducing the risk of entry into the youth justice system later in life.[2]
] [1] T-hompson. K.'.C,. & Morris, R. J. (2016). Juvenile Delinquencg_‘and_ Disabili’fg (st ed. 2016..]. Spriﬁger

International |

Publishing. https:// doi.org/lO.]OO7_/978'3'319'29343'1

[2] Wilson, J.. Zha. A.. & Weleff. J. (2021). 22.1 Fifty Years of Publications on Youth Offenders With
Intellectual Disabilities: ' :

A Bibliometric Analysis. Journal of the American Academy of Child o_n‘d A'd'.o_l_escen’r' Psgchi_a’_r_l;g. ._50[10]. 3198' |

$198. https://doi.org/10.1016/ j.jaac.2021.03.206 ;
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Soluhons io goufh c:rlr\'\eccmnml be effechve wn‘houf goung people s mvolvemem‘ Respenses heed ’ro be tailored bg the
mdnvuduol needs, hopes and ospurahons of the goung person. When young people are released from cusiodg iheg need a
| nefwork of supporhve people who can be ’rhere to help ’rhem remfegra’re mio the commumig

ROLE NODELS  MENTORS  PRO-SOCIAL EHPLOYNENT
Weneedgoodrolemodeis ) S ' ACTIVITIES :

They should pay for more role £ ;
"Ask us what we are

~models and less juvis (youth
detention centres). Sometimes | interested in. Help us
“try out new activities

~ go out and | tell myself I'm not -
~ we want to do. When |

~ going to do crime or get into
fights, I'm just going to kick ‘_
~_ started doing crime it
~was-fun. We need a

back. Then something happens
and | get angry or | don't have

- different adrendline
rush.”

'I needed someone 1o coII I|I<e a
mentor, when | got out last
time. | got out, went back home
to live with mum and started a
‘new job that | really liked. | did -
the job for one day and that
night my friend called and
asked me to do crime with him.
- I didn't want to let my friend |
down so | went with him. | wish § =
| had someone else to call that
night. or someone to take me
fishing or something the next
day. | was arrested and came
back in after only one day out.”

& wan‘t_’r.o bug stuff with
my own -money. If | get a
job | would feel so proud
‘of myself, | want to give
mum money | didn't steal
but | made myself.”

a ride home and everything
changes really quickly. | need
someone to call when that

happens.”

,@mPeakCare
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YOUNG PEOPLE WHO HAVE
RAlSED THEIR VO|CES

PEAKCARE STRONGLY BELIEVES THE VOICES AND PERSPECTIVES OF YOUNG

N PEOPLE WITH EXPERIENCE OF THE YOUTH JUSTICE SYSTEM SHOULD GUIDE
| "THE YOUTH JUSTICE SYSTEM AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO ENSURE OUR
SUBMISSIONS TO THE QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAMENTARY

COMMITTEES ON YOUTH JUSTICE ARE BASED ON THESE VOICES.
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