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Introduction  
 
The Queensland Family and Child Commission’s (QFCC) 2017 report, A systems review of individual agency findings following the 
death of a child recommended that the Queensland Government  

‘consider a revised external and independent model for reviewing the deaths of children known to the child 
protection system.’ 

The Child Death Review Legislation Amendment Act 2020 gives effect to the Queensland Government’s commitment to a revised 
child death review model.  

 

The Child Death Review Legislation Amendment Act 2020: 

• Expands the current requirement to conduct an internal review when a child known to Child Safety dies or suffers 
serious physical injury from Child Safety and the Director of Child Protection Litigation to other relevant agencies, these 
being Queensland Health, the Department of Education, the Queensland Police Service and the Department of Youth 
Justice. 

• Establishes a new, external and independent Child Death Review Board (CDRB), hosted by the QFCC, to carry out a 
review of systems following the death of a child connected to the child protection to identify:  

o opportunities for continuous improvement in systems, legislation, policies and practices 
o preventative mechanisms to help children and prevent deaths that may be avoidable.  
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The Review process 

 

Internal agency reviews 

The purpose of the internal agency reviews is to focus on improvements to services and accountability, with an added purpose 
of promoting collaboration and joint learning between the reviewing agencies.1  

Relevant agencies will notify the CDRB Secretariat as soon as they become aware they are required to carry out an internal review 
relating to the death of a child, including the date of their ‘triggering event’. 
 
As soon as practicable (but not exceeding 6 months) after the ‘triggering event’ for an internal review, the relevant agencies will: 

• decide the extent of, and terms of reference, for their internal review 

• carry out a review of the agency’s involvement and prepare a review report  

• provide a copy of the review report to the CDRB Secretariat within 6 months, for the CDRB’s further review of relevant 
systems, and 

• make accessible to the CDRB any documents obtained and used for its internal review. 
 

On receipt of the internal agency review reports, the CDRB Secretariat will allocate a matter for review to a scheduled CDRB 
meeting, usually within 6 months.    

 
 
1 However, the focus of the Director of Child Protection Litigation’s reviews is narrower and is limited to the experience of that agency. 
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CDRB Reviews 
The primary objective of the internal agency reviews is to recommend improvements to systems, policies and practices by 
government and non-government entities that provide services to children and their families. 

 
 

• The CDRB is established under the Family and Child Commission Act 2014 

• The CDRB must act independently and in the public interest 

• The CDRB is not subject to direction by the responsible Minister about how it performs 
its functions 

 
 

MAIN FUNCTIONS AND POWERS:  

• carrying out reviews relating to the child protection system following relevant child deaths  
• analysing data and applying research to identify patterns, trends and risk factors  
• making recommendations about legislative change and improvements to systems, policies and practices  
• monitoring the implementation of its recommendations 
• reporting annually on its functions by 31 October (to the Minister) 
• preparing other reports at any time that may be provided to the Minister (with a recommendation about whether to 

table).  

THE CDRB WILL NOT: 
• investigate the deaths of individual children 
• review the adequacy of internal agency reviews. 

STANDARDS AND PRINCIPLES:  
• The CDRB is to avoid unnecessary duplication of processes carried out in the QFCC when preparing a matter for review 

to be listed for CDRB consideration2 
• Public agencies should make available to the CDRB, in a timely manner, any requested information which is considered 

to be relevant to the CDRB functions and in the best interests of children.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
2 Family and Child Commission Act 2014 (Qld), s9(3) 
3 Family and Child Commission Act 2014 (Qld), s29O 

https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2014-027
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The CDRB is not to consider whether disciplinary action should be undertaken within the terms of reference4 

Board composition  

 

The CDRB may invite experts in their field to attend as guests to speak about subject matters and to advise the Board where 
clarity is required. 

 

 

 
 
4 Family and Child Commission Act 2014 (Qld), s29H(5) 


