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Ms Angela Moy 
A/Principal Legal Officer 
Child Protection, Strategic Policy and Legal Services 
Department of Justice and Attorney General  
GPO Box 149 
Brisbane QLD 4001  

19th November 2015 

Dear Ms Moy 

Re: Consultation draft of the Director of Child Protection Litigation Bill 2016  

Thank you for the opportunity provided to comment on the Consultation draft of the Director of 

Child Protection Litigation Bill 2016.  

PeakCare Queensland Inc. (PeakCare) is supportive of the intent of recommendation 13.17 from the 

Queensland Child Protection Commission of Inquiry that focused on establishing an independent 

statutory agency with responsibilities to prepare, apply for child protection orders, and conduct child 

protection proceedings, including variation, revocation and extensions, and appeals for child 

protection orders and transfers. PeakCare supports the additional functions in respect to providing 

advice and appearing on request and under instruction from the Department of Communities, Child 

Safety and Disability Services (DCCSDS). Establishment of the Director of Child Protection Litigation 

(DCPL) offers the opportunity to promote statewide consistency and high quality preparation and 

court work, which will benefit children, young people, their parents and family members. 

PeakCare’s interests stem from our support for meaningful and accessible child1, parental and family 

participation in pre-court and court-related decision making processes; Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander community participation (through Recognised Entities) in pre-court and court-related 

decision making about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children; adherence to the principle that 

the nature and level of the State’s intrusion should match that which is warranted for a child, their 

siblings and family; and, of course, actions should be consistent with the best interests of the child. 

These principles are reflected in the Consultation Draft of the Bill.  

PeakCare has the following additional comments: 

 The Bill refers to referrals to and the DCPL’s role in respect to responding to the DCCSDS 

about the type of child protection order. The Child Protection Act 1999 includes separate 

provisions about the types of orders and the duration of orders. Both aspects must be 

                                                             
1 The terms ‘child’ and ‘children’ are used to inclusively refer to children and young people aged 0 to 17 years. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

considered in determining whether or not the action proposed or taken is warranted for a 

particular child. PeakCare is of the view that the Bill should explicitly refer to the DCPL’s role 

at all points, for example, referral, consultation and review, in respect to both the type and 

duration of child protection order sought for a particular child.  

 Similarly, while administrative arrangements are intended to support the interface with the 

DCCSDS for example in respect to the documents provided by the DCCSDS in the referral of a 

child protection matter to the DCPL, PeakCare is of the view that it is appropriate for the Bill 

(section 16) to refer to the inclusion of material attesting to the reasonable steps taken to 

offer support and other services to the child’s family and the work with the family to keep 

the child safe at home, consistent with Inquiry recommendation 13.21.  

Should you have any queries about these comments, please contact me on 3368 1050 or by email at 

lwegener@peakcare.org.au.  

Regards 

 

 

Lindsay Wegener 
Executive Director 
PeakCare Queensland  
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